REDISTRICTING CALENDAR 2020-21

· Redistricting shall be completed within 8 months after the date of the official publication of the census –  local level Census redistricting summary files must be delivered to the states by March 31, 2021, so redistricting must be completed no later than November 30, 2021 (depending on when the Census data is officially released).
· Summer/Fall 2020 – when deemed appropriate by the Council President, but not later than 6 months after the taking of the decennial census (so no later than October 1, 2020), the President shall appoint either a special committee or a standing committee (i.e. Rules Committee) to serve as a Redistricting Committee to determine how the process will be accomplished, including whether an outside consultant is desirable or whether the Planning and Development Department can accomplish the task in-house, and a timeline for the completion of the task as required by the Charter and Ordinance Code.
· If an outside consultant is preferred, the Redistricting Committee shall issue a Request for Proposals, review the responses, and recommend to the City Council a consultant to perform the task.
· The redistricting consultant or Planning Department shall begin drawing alternative proposals in early 2021 using guidelines for new districts supplied by the Redistricting Committee (i.e. policy on river crossings, consideration of the residences of sitting council members eligible for re-election, minority access districts, compactness of districts vs. representing communities of interest, etc.) and preliminary census data that usually becomes available late in the year the Census is taken.
· Spring 2021 – census data officially released no later than March 31st; consultant/Planning Department produces final proposed map(s) for presentation to the Redistricting Committee.
· Within 150 days after the certification of the final Census data (so no later than August 28, 2021) the Redistricting Committee shall report to the City Council a final proposed plan in the form of a redistricting ordinance. As soon as the plan is received by the Council Secretary it shall be referred to the Rules Committee, which shall hold at least 3 public hearings at three separate places in the city. As soon as practicable, but not less than 15 days after the public hearings have been completed, the Rules Committee shall report a proposal to the full Council. 
· If the Council makes “substantial” amendments to the proposal, it shall be re-referred to the Rules Committee for additional public hearings, which must be completed no later than 150 days after the redistricting ordinance was originally referred to the Rules Committee. The bill is reported back to Council for final action which must occur no later than 8 months after the date of the official publication of the census (no later than November 30, 2021, but could be earlier if the census data is released earlier in March).
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The results of the redistricting shall become effective beginning with the next succeeding general consolidated government election which occurs at least 9 months after the effective date of the redistricting. Latest possible effective date: Census data officially published on the deadline (March 31, 2021), redistricting completed by Council at the end of the 8-month period (November 30, 2021), new districts become effective for City Council elections in March/May 2023. Application to School Board elections in August/November 2022 will depend on the date of the August primary and whether it is 9 months after the effective date of the redistricting ordinance.
